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With, the departure of the German Embassy from
Moscow begins the penultimate chapter of the story of
Brest-Litovsk. It was still some months before the final
words could be written, but from the month of August
there was a perceptible stiffening in the Bolshevik attitude
and a corresponding tendency of the Germans to assume
the defensive.

No better example of this change of attitude could be
found than in the supplementary treaties signed on August
27. Through the summer conversations had been proceeding
in Berlin in accordance with Article 35 of the Legal-
Political Treaty of Brest, which provided for further
negotiations within four months of ratification. These had
been carried out on the part of the Soviet by Joffe and
Leonid Krassin, and on the German side by Kiihlmann and
Kriege, the permanent head of the Foreign Office. But at the
end of June the Supreme Command at last took their
revenge on Kiihlmann. An unguarded but perfectly truthful
speech in the Keichstag delivered him into their hands, and
their importunities forced the Kaiser to dispense with the
services of German's ablest and most far-sighted war
statesman, with the exception of Bethmann Hollweg.

His successor was Rear-Admiral Paul von Hintze, a man
who had raised himself from the position of an obscure
and impecunious naval lieutenant by the indomitable
force of his social ambitions. He had acquired notoriety
as the messenger who had carried the ill-advised remon-
strance of the German commander to Admiral Dewey at
Manila, and, when naval attache to the Court of St. Peters-
burg during the abortive revolution of 1905, had had
experience in dealing with Russian revolutionaries. He
had become an intimate adviser of the Tsar and was

mitted immediately to Berlin, but traces of it may be found in the
exchange of notes which accompanied the signature of the supplementary
treaties on August 27. (See Appendix VIII, p. 435; Fischer, i. 128-129;
and Karl Helflerich, Der Wdtkrieg (Berlin, 1919), iii. 466-467.)